
10 SUBJECT:

Topic Pacing Unit Standards

Enduring 

Understandings & 

Essential Questions

Learning Targets Vocabulary Materials Assessments

Weekly-All 

Year

Grammar CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.1 

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking.

What are the components 

of formal speech and 

writing?

LT: Use parallel structure parallelism, tense 

agreement, coordinating 

conjunctions,  

casual/formal register, 

style, tone, parallel 

structure

Teacher Generated DOLs informal in-class 

assessments and 

midterm exam

LT: Use various types of 

phrase and clauses to 

convey specific meanings 

and add variety and 

interest to writing or 

presentations.

phrase, clause Teacher Generated DOLs informal in-class 

assessments and 

midterm exam

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2 

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing.

When and how do you 

use semicolons and 

colons?

LT: Use colons, 

semicolons

dependent/independent 

clauses

Teacher Generated DOLs informal in-class 

assessments and 

midterm exam
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Weekly-All 

Year

Vocabulary CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases by 

using context clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, and 

consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, 

as appropriate.

What words can we 

generate that contain this 

root? How can this help 

my understanding of 

unknown words?

LT:Use Greek/Latin roots 

and context clues

Prefix, suffix Greek and Latin root words Weekly roots 

quizzes

Weekly 

Practice/ 

Formalized 

Product Post 

Novels

Writing CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 

Write arguments to support 

claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence.

How can I prove an 

argument in a way that a 

reader will understand? 

How do I appear to be an 

expert on the material?

LT: Establish and maintain 

a formal style and 

objective tone while 

attending to the norms 

and conventions of the 

discipline in which they 

are writing.

thesis, topic sentence, 

introduction, body 

paragraphs, supporting 

details, transitions, 

concluding paragraph, 

recapitulated points/thesis

Teacher Generated Writing 

Templates

formal/informal 

writing 

assessments

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write 

informative/explanatory texts to 

examine and convey complex ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis 

of content.

What is important to the 

argument? How do I cite 

sources?

LT: Develop the topic with 

well-chosen, relevant, and 

sufficient facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other 

information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic.

relevant detail, sufficient 

proof/evidence, conrete 

details

Teacher Generated Writing 

Templates

formal/informal 

writing 

assessments



LT: Use appropriate and 

varied transitions to link 

the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and 

clarify the relationships 

among complex ideas and 

concepts.

cohesion, clarity formal/informal 

writing 

assessments

All Year Reading 

fluency/compre

hension/ skill 

building

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone

What steps/processes 

can be performed to 

improve reading fluency, 

comprhension, and 

interaction with a 

provided text?

LT: Reading and answer 

comprehension/inferential 

questions based on texts 

that are informative, 

expository, or narrative in 

nature.

concrete questions vs. 

inferential questions, 

saliency discrimination,  

sequency, words in context

Jamestown Timed 

Readings, Timed Reading 

Plus, Great Leaps Oral 

Fluency Program

Great Leaps/Timed 

Reading 

Assessments

first semester Monster by 

Walter Dean 

Myers

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1 Cite 

strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.

What evidence exists to 

prove guilt or innocence 

of the main character?

LT: Use textual evidence 

to take a stand on 

ambiguous issue.

felony, misdemeanor, socio-

economic, accountability, 

accessory

Monster Novel Learning log and 

formal essay



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.5 

Analyze how an author’s choices 

concerning how to structure a text, 

order events within it (e.g., parallel 

plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create such 

effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise.

What is the 

differencebetween 

journaling, narrative, 

screenplay, and 

expository texts?

LT: Identify, examine, 

label  the differing 

structures used in the text.

script language (ex: fade-

in, voice over, etc.)

Monster Novel Learning log and 

formal essay

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.6 

Analyze a particular point of view or 

cultural experience reflected in a 

work of literature from outside the 

United States, drawing on a wide 

reading of world literature. 

What cultural differences 

and/or biases exist in 

today's society?

LT: Discuss issues of 

class, race, and socio-

economic status.

slang terminology used in 

an urban setting

Monster Novel Learning log and 

formal essay

first semester Of Mice and 

Men by John 

Steinbeck

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of 

a text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is 

shaped and refined by specific 

details; provide an objective 

summary of the text.

What societal differences 

and/or biases exist in the 

1930s? Today's society?

LT: Identify and support 

theme as well develop 

understanding of time 

period

Great Depression, Dust 

Bowl, migrant farmer, 

mental illness, female roles 

of the 1930s, racial 

discrimination

Of Mice and Men novel and 

Of Mice and Men movie

Differentiated 

quizzes, Novel 

Test, and Formal 

Essay



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.3 

Analyze how complex characters 

(e.g., those with multiple or 

conflicting motivations) develop over 

the course of a text, interact with 

other characters, and advance the 

plot or develop the theme.

How do the essential 

characters grow, change, 

or remain rooted 

throughout the course of 

the novel? 

LT: Perform character 

analysis

internal vs. external 

conflict, napolean complex

Of Mice and Men novel and 

Of Mice and Men movie

Differentiated 

quizzes, Novel 

Test, and Formal 

Essay

second 

semester

Independent 

Reading Unit

By the end of grade 10, read and 

comprehend literature, including 

stories, dramas, and poems, at the 

high end of the grades 9-10 text 

complexity band independently and 

proficiently.

What strategies and 

planning needs to be 

utilized to read and work 

independently to see a 

novel and coursework to 

fruition?

LT: Read novel 

independently identifying 

and using vocabulary, 

answering questions, and 

choosing creative projects 

to demosntrate 

understanding

conflict, characterization, 

theme, character traits, 

moral, book pertinent 

vocabulary

various independent novels 

as listed on the protected 

book list

Independent 

Reading 

Comprehensive 

Packet

second 

semester

Peeling the 

Onion by 

Wendy Orr

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of 

a text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is 

shaped and refined by specific 

details; provide an objective 

summary of the text.

What experiences have 

occurred to alter the main 

character and how does 

she handle this conflict?

LT: Identify and support 

theme 

Australian verbage, grief, 

depression, bargaining, 

acceptance, closed head 

injury, book specific 

vocabulary 

Peeling the Onionnovel, 

Soul Surfer film

Learning Log, 

graphic organzier, 

test, formal writing 

assessment

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from 

the text.

What is the 

protagonist's true 

feelings admist the 

verbal irony? 

LT:Analysis of 

inference

Australian verbage, grief, 

depression, bargaining, 

acceptance, closed head 

injury, book specific 

vocabulary 

Peeling the Onionnovel, 

Soul Surfer film

Learning Log, 

graphic organzier, 

test, formal writing 

assessment



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.9 

Analyze how an author draws 

on and transforms source 

material in a specific work

Where is the 

contextual proof to 

demostrate the five 

stages of grief?

LT: Comprehension 

and Correlation to 

Elizabeth Kubler-

Ross's 5 Stages of 

Grief

vocabulary and 

terminology that 

concern death, dying, 

and extreme loss as 

well as the grieving 

process

Peeling the Onionnovel, 

Soul Surfer film

Learning Log, 

graphic organzier, 

test, formal writing 

assessment

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 

Gather relevant information from 

multiple authoritative print and 

digital sources, using advanced 

searches effectively; assess the 

usefulness of each source in 

answering the research 

question; integrate information 

into the text selectively to 

maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format for 

citation.

How do I correlate, 

organize, and write 

about related thematic 

elements in an essay?

LT: Analyze multiple 

sources from digital to 

print substantiate an 

argument in writing

multi-genre Peeling the Onionnovel, 

Soul Surfer film

Formal Essay

second 

semester

Julius Caesar By the end of grade 10, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

the grades 9–10 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently.

How does 

Shakespearean history 

and stage directions 

influence reader 

understanding?

LT: Understand 

Shakespearean life and 

times, play structure, 

stage direction, and 

figurative language

Shakespearean 

language as related to 

time period and life, 

stage direction, 

figurative language, 

No Fear Shakespeare: 

Julius Caesar, Julius 

Caesar film

Learning log, 

Unit Test

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a 

text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the text, 

including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details; provide 

an objective summary of the text.

What themes from this 

work can relate to 

today's teenager?

LT: Identify qualities of 

tragic hero, themes 

realted to the frality of 

human nature

tragic hero, naivety, 

ambition, mutany, 

betrayal, 

revenge/vengance, 

treason, conspiracy

No Fear Shakespeare: 

Julius Caesar, Julius 

Caesar film

Learning log, 

Unit Test



All year Poetry/Short 

Stories
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.5 

Demonstrate understanding of 

figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings.

What figurative 

language can be  

located and analyzed 

in the provided piece?

LT: Interpret figures of 

speech (e.g., 

euphemism, oxymoron) 

in context and analyze 

their role in the text.

similie, metaphor, 

imagery, symbolism, 

voice, mood, author's 

intent, structure

Jamestown Literature 

Course 5

informal 

assessments 

including 

analysis, 

questions, and 

creation of own 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.5 Analyze 

how an author’s choices concerning how 

to structure a text, order events within it 

(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 

time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 

such effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise.

What emotional 

connection can be 

made with the 

provided piece?

LT: identify structure 

and apply within own 

writing

parallel plots, 

manipulated time, 

flash-forward, 

flashback, tension, 

suspense, allusion, 

Jamestown Literature 

Course 5

informal post 

reading 

assessments 

and writing of 

own short stories


