
GRADE:  

Topic Pacing Unit Standards

Enduring Understandings & Essential 

Questions Learning Targets
Vocabulary/Concept

s
Materials Assessments

Identity 2 weeks 2 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 

What is the perception I give to others?  Who is my 

true self?  How can stereotypes effect how different 

By defining and revealing my true self, I am able to understand that 

people are not always as they seem.  I am able to understand that there 

self-awareness, self-

esteem, self-concept, self-

:  Library for computer use 

and magazines for pictures, 

Students will 

create a poster Enhancing the Community 2 weeks 6 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the 

organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 

audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-

12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

What are the benefits of giving back to the 

community?  What can I, as a teenager, do to 

enhance my community?

By reading the article “The Benefits of Volunteerism, if the Service is Real” 

by Alina Tugend, I am able to understand why giving back to the 

community and volunteering to the less fortunate is vital for personal 

growth.  By watching the film The Pursuit of Happyness, I am able to 

visualize the importance of hard work, determination, and giving back.

community service, tax 

credit, grants

Computer and library 

access, National Coalition 

for the Homeless Fact 

Sheet, “The Benefits of 

Volunteerism, if the Service 

is real,” and film The Pursuit 

of Happyness.

Using the 

computer, students 

will produce and 

design their own 

company/service 

to enhance the 

community or the 

environment 

according to a 

specified teacher 

generated rubric

Effective Communication 3 weeks 1 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in 

a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C Propel 

conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 

positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives, 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse 

perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on 

all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to 

deepen the investigation or complete the task.

What are the steps to an effective 

mediation?  What types of 

communication can cause barriers when 

mediating? How can non-verbal 

communication play a role in effective 

mediating?  What skills are needed in 

order to effectively mediate?

By learning and recognizing effective learning techniques 

like communication road blocks, I will be able to identify 

and prevent miscommunication.  By participating in role 

playing activities, I am able to practice problem-resolution 

techniques.

conflict resolution, 

facilitation, 

mediation, 

negotiation, open 

and close-ended 

questions, assertive 

and aggressive 

communication, 

communication road 

blocks, emotional 

intelligence, verbal 

and non-verbal 

communication, 

verbal, vocal, and 

visual 

communication

Assertive 

Communication Skills 

by SkillPath Seminars 

(Video), role-playing 

prompts, and the 

mediaton process 

packet

effective 

communicatio

n quiz and 

measured 

sample 

mediations

Healthy Relationships 2 weeks 3 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize 

complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element 

builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 

most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate 

to the audience's knowledge of the topic. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-

12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print 

and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 

purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for 

citation. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 Present information, 

What are common signs of a 

healthy/unhealthy relationship?  Am I 

able to notice signs of a healthy 

relationship? How do I inform a friend or 

loved one they are in an unhealthy 

relationship?

By examining signs of a healthy and unhealthy 

relationship, I will be able to identify the warning signs.  By 

listening to a variety of presentations, I will be able to 

recognize multiple signs of an unhealthy relationship and 

learn what to do if I witness it.

Lack of respect, 

Cheating, Digital 

Abuse, Verbal Abuse, 

Manipulation, Lack of 

Trust, Unrealistic 

Expectations, 

Competition/Compar

ison, Lack of Identity, 

Mental Abuse, 

Jealousy, Physical 

Abuse, Lack 

Communication, 

Isolation/Distance, 

and Controlling

Computer and library 

access, article “Am I in 

a Healthy 

Relationship?”

Using the 

computer and 

the library as a 

resource, 

students will 

research one 

sign of an 

unhealthy 

relationship 

and create a 

pamphlet 

explaining 

warning signs, 

traits, how and 

where to get 

help, and a Mental Health 2 weeks 4 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by 

selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize 

complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element 

builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 

terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 

the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 

plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation.

What are the most common mental 

illnesses present in today’s schools? What 

are some common symptoms of mental 

illness noticeable to teenagers?  What can 

I offer my peers who may have or may be 

experiencing a form of mental illness?

By studying mental illnesses such as depression, eating 

disorders, and anxiety, I am able to learn what common 

symptoms look like.  By watching the film Call Me Crazy: A 

Five Film, I will be able to recognize and common signs, 

symptoms, and treatment options of persons dealing with 

depression, PTDS, Bipolar disorder, and Schizophrenia.

Anxiety Disorders, 

Acute Stress 

Disorder, Panic 

Disorder, Obsessive-

Compulsive Disorder, 

Post-traumatic Stress 

Disorder, Attention-

Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder, Asperger's 

Disorder, Autistic 

Spectrum Disorder, 

Tourette's Disorder, 

Anorexia Nervosa, 

Bulimia Nervosa, 

Bipolar Disorder 

(Manic Depression), 

Computer and library 

access, and the movie 

Call Me Crazy: A Five 

Film

Students 

research a 

mental illness 

and create a 

PowerPoint 

presentation 

based on a 

specified 

teacher 

generated 

rubric.

SUBJECT:GBCS Curriculum Guide



Public Service Announcement 2 weeks 5 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize 

complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element 

builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 

most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate 

to the audience's knowledge of the topic. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-

12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print 

and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 

purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for 

citation. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 Present information, 

How can I use various methods of media 

to persuade my peers not to participate in 

dangerous/risky behaviors?

By researching and creating a public service 

announcement, I am able to illustrate, design, and present 

common factors that cause teenagers harm.  By watching 

the film Cyberbully, I will understand the meaning of 

cyberbully, to recognize different forms of cyberbullying, 

different strategies for dealing with a cyberbully, and the 

importance of enlisting the help of a trusted adult when 

cyberbullied.

healthy vs. unhealthy 

relationships, 

bullying, 

cyberbullying, texting 

and driving, drinking 

and driving, time 

management, stress 

management

Computer and library 

access and the movie 

Cyberbully

Students 

create a 

pamphlet or 

commercial 

that 

demonstration

s a public 

service 

announcement 

based on a 

specified 

teacher given 

rubric.


